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Senate bill No. 13R, "An act for the·relief of W. J. Salyer, 
and to validate douatiou warrant No. 509. and the surn•y 
made by virtue thereof, issaed by G. \V. Hockley. Seaetary 
of 'Var, on fourteenth of August, 1838, for 640 acres of land, 
t-0 John Sharp." 

A. D. SADLER, Chief Clerk. 

Senator Pfeuffer offered the following resolution: 

'Vhereas, The filthy condition of the matting on the floor of 
the Senate, which bas not been looked after for uearl)· twelve 
months, and the neglected ventilation or airing oJ tht> Cham· 
ber, causes sickness of many of the members of the Senate; 
be it 

Resolved, That the Sergeat-at-Arms of the Senate be re­
quired to have said matting- rt>rnoved by :\Ionday morning. 
l'ebruary 23, and new mattiug put down in its stead, tlw same 
to be paid for out of the contingent fund of the Xineteenth 
Legislature; and the floor thoroughly scoured. and all 
thf'l windows and doors of the Chamber opened every uorn­
ing for at lr:;~t three hours before the counnencemeur of tbP 
morning Ee,'ion, to admit fresh air, and to see that the ~aid 
room is kept in better order than heretofore. 

.Adopted. 
On motion of Senator Bell, 
Senate bill No. 146, '·An act to amend article 288 of 

the Code of Criminal Procedure," was taken up 09t 
of its regular order the second time. 

Senator Davis moYed k strike out the word "and" 
in line 12, between "number" and "style," and insert 
the word "or" in lieu thereof. 

Adopted, and the bill was ordered engrossed. 
On motion of Senator Getzendaner, 
tl~ma.te bill No. 190. "An act for the relief of Thos. 

J. :Hunter, Thadeus Vv. Hunter and Robert H. Hun­
ter, for stock, corn and hogs consumed or destroyed 
by the Texas army in 1836," was taken up out of 
re~ular order, and · 

Read second time with unfavorable committee re-
port. 

The committee report. was adopted and bill lost. 
On motion of Senator Getzendaner, 
Sonate bill No. 208, "An act for the relief of D. C. 

B. Dunlap," was taken up, 
Read seco.nd tim~ with unfavorable committee re-

port, and 
On motion of Senator Vv oods, 
The committee r~port was adopterl and bill lost. 
On motion of Senator Kleberg, 
Senate bill No. 46, "An act for the relief of \Vm. 

S. Boothe, S. F. Grimes et al,'' was taken up out of 
its regular order, 

Read third time and passed by the following vote: 

Bell, 
Calhoun, 
Davis, 
Evans, 
Farrar, 
Fowler, 
Garrison, 
Getzendaner, 

YEAS-22. 

Hall, 
HoU.liton of Bexar, 
Jerdone, 
Kilgore, 
Kleberg, 
Knittel, 
Peacock, 

NAYs--none. 

Pfeufl'er, 
Pope, 
Randolph, 
Shannon, 
Terrell, 
Traylor, 
Woods. 

On motion of Senator Pope, 
Senate bill No. 180, ".An act to amend section 4 

of chapter 67 of general laws of the State of Texas, 
passed at the regular sess10n of Eighteenth Legisla­
ture," ·wa~ taken up out of its regular order. 

Read second time and onl.ered engrossed. 
On motion of Senator Fowler -
Senate bill No. 176. "An act for the relief of and 

to refund to tbe city ·of Laredo, Texas, the amount 

expended by it in the maintenance of quarantine 
during the yellow fever epidemic of 18ti2, and to 
make an appropriation therefor,'' was taken up out 
of its r·egular order, and 

Read second time with unfavorable committee 
report, and on motion 

The committee report was adopted and the bill 
lost. 

On mn~io:-i of Senator Fowler: 
Senate bill No. 177, "An act for the relief, etc., of 

the city of Brownsville, etc.,'' was taken up out of 
rPgnlar order. 

Read second time with unfavorable committee 
report. 

The committee report ~as adopted and the bill 
lost. 

Senator Davis moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution of Senator Pfeuffer, instruct­
ing- the Sergeant-at-Arms to clean up and scour out 
the Senate Chamber, was adopted . 

Lost by the following vote: 

CalhOUD\ 
Davis, 
Evans, 

Bell, 
Farrar, 
Getzendaner. 
Houston of Bexar, 
Jerdone, 

YEAS-7. 

Fowler, 
Garrison, 

N.!.YS-14. 

Kleberg, 
Kinttel, 
Peacock, 
Pfeuffer, 
Pope, 

Ha.11, 
Jr ii gore. 

Shannon, 
Terrell, 
Traylor, 
Woods. 

ABSENT, NOT VOTIN<t. 

Randolph. 

On motion of Senator Shannon, 
The Senate adjourned till ten;o'clock Monday 

morning. 

THIRTY-FIFTH DAY. 

SENATE CHAMBER, t 
AUSTIN, February 23, 1885. f 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Lieutenant-Governor Gibbs in the chair. 
Roll called. 
Quorum present. 
Prayer by the House Chaplain, Dr. Smoot. 
On motion of Senator Kleberg, 
The reading of the journal of Saturday was dis­

pensed with. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

By Senator Bell: 
To the IIon. Barnett Gibbs, President of the Senate of the Nineteenth LegW.ature of 

the State of Texas;, 

Your memorialists, members of the Sherffs' Association of 
the State of Texas. havine: the best interests of the State at 
heart, and believiug that there is nothing of more importance 
than the proper enforcement of the criminal laws, respectfully 
sug-gest to your honoraule body the following changes in our 
laws: . 

1. \Ve recommend that the laws be so changed as to provide 
that when the slrnriff conveys an attached witness out of his 
couuty for the purpose of testifying before a grand jury of 
:u1other county, that he be compensated in the same wanner 
as where the witness testifies in a felony case. 
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2. That when tbe sheriff conveys an attached witnes~ out of 
his county to testify in a 111isdelll~anor ca::e, that. ~e be .al­
lowed bis ac~ual. ex pens.es, to be paid by the county lil winch 
the prosecution 1s pendmg. 

s That the ~ame fees be allowed the sheriffa for services ren- ' 
dered in an. e;i:allliniui:; trial before a justice of t.he peac~ or 
other comrn1ttmg magistrate as are allowed for hke services 
rendered in a final trial before a district court. It often hap-

ns that a sheriff has to convey a defendant from a distant­
peart of the State before a justice for examining trial, at great 
~xpense to himself, and yet be is only allowed four dollars for 
his services. It is submitted that the peace officers are not 
able. however.mu~h they ~ay be disposed to do ,:o, w p~rsue 
and bring to Justice the v10lators of the law when there 1s no 
adequate compen~tion pro\·ided for their labors, or even f£?r 
repaying them their actual expenses, unless they can collect 1t 
from the defendants, which seldom ever happens. 

4. That when a defendant forfeits his bond or recognizance 
and the same is collected, that the officers of the court where 
the prosecution is pending be allowed their fees for snvices 
rendered in the main case, to be paid out of the amount col­
lected on the bond or recognizance. 

5. That a descriptive list of all fugitives from jm;tice be 
publislieJ. anuually and furnished the sheriffs of the various 
counties. 

6. That parties to suits in civil cases sending out process to 
be served by sheriffs of other counties shall be required to 
aend fees for said service in advance. 

7. That for executing capiases in misdemeanor caseH in a 
county other than the one in which the case is pending, the 
eheriff or constable shall be entitled to the sallle fees allowed 
by law in felon.y cases; said fees to be p~id by .th~ county from 
which process issues. And that for servmg writs m the county 
where prosecution is pending, mileage as in felony cabes be 
allowed, payable by the defendant upon conviction. 

8. That provision be made for issuance of capia.s for the 
arrest of parties convicted of felony who escape pending ap­
peal, and that same fees be allowed as in original case; pro­
P,ded, that in no case shall any officer from whom such con­
vict escapes receive any fees for his recapture. 

H. E. BARKER, 
President Sheriffi>' Association. 

Attest: 
JOHN P. KIRK, Secretary. 

Referred t,o Committee on State Affairs. 
By Senator Hall: 
Petition from the citizens of D~val county, against 

the disbanding of the frontier battalion. 
Referred to Committee on Frontier Protection. 
By Senator Evans: 
Petition of twenty thousand citizens of the State 

of Texas, asking for the submission to a vote of the 
people of an amendment to the Constitution "pro­
lribiting the manufacture and sale of intoxicating 
liquors." . 

Referred to Committee on Constitutional Ameqd­
ments. 

By Senator Kilgore: 
Memorial from citizens of Van Zandt county, ask-

ing relief for .A. C. Graham, D. L. Riley, et al. 
Referred to Committee on State Affairs. 
By Senator Calhoun: 
Memorial from citizens of Coleman county, for 

prohibition. 
Referred to Committee on Constitutional Amend­

ments. 
Senator Kilgore presented a purported memorial 

f~om a citizen of Dallas, relating to pendinglegisla­
tion, and asked to have it read in full. 

Senator Calhoun raised the point of order that 
the memorial was out of order, as it had no name 

ttached to it. · 
The point of order was sustained. 
Senator Pope took an appeal from the decision of 

-the chair. 
The cha.ir was sustained by a vote of the Senate. 

P.EPORTS OF STANDI::\G CO)l:\IlTTEES. 

By Senator Randolph: 

llorL Ba.n1ett GibLs. Prffident of the Senate: 

Co)l:11ITTEE Roo:11, 
AUSTIN, February 23, 1885. 

Your Committee on State Affair><, to whom was referred Sen­
ate joint resolurion No. 10. "delivering the property known as 
the Alamo to the city of San Autouio," have had the same un­
der consideration, and instruct me to report it back with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 

.All of which is respectfully submitted. 
RANDOLPH, Chairman. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

By Senator Kilgore: 
" .An act for the relief of A. C. Graham, Joshua 

Hallman et al." 
Referred to Committee on State Affairs. 
By·Senator Hall: 
··An act to create the vVebb land district." 
Referred to Committee on General Land Office. 

.By Senator Terrell: 
"A bill to provide for the purchase anrl improve­

ment of ten thousand or more acres of land for the 
use of the penitentiary system of Texas." 

Referred to Committee on Penitentiaries. 
. By Senator Traylor, by request: . 
'·An act for the relief of clerks and sheriffs, who 

may have performed services under the provisions 
of an act providing for the condemnation and sale 
of lands for delinquent taxes, approved June 2, 1873, 
by providing a mode for auditing their accounts, 
and making an appropriation for the payment of 
the san1e." 

Referred to Committee on Claims and Accounts. 
By Senator Jones, by leave: 
Petition of the Geological and Scientific Associa­

tion of the State asking to take charge of the New 
Orleans exhibit. 

Referred to Committee on State Affairs. 
On motion of Senator Farrar, 
Senator Knittel was excused for the day. 
On motion of Senator Pope, 
Senator Johnson was excused for the day, on ac-

count of sickness. 
On motion of Senator Fowler. 
Senator Pfeuffer was excused for the day. 
On motion of Senator Jerdone, 
Alex Sampson, Esq., Calendar Clerk, was ex­

cused for the day. 
On motion of Senator Kleberg, 
Senate bill No. 64, "An act to provide for the man­

agement and control of the lands set asiJe for the 
benefit of the Universitv of Texas," was taken up 
out of its regular order and made special order for 
\Vednesday, after morning call. 

On motion of Senator Farrar, 
Senate bill No. 138, ".An act to amend chapter 3, 

title 53 of the Revised Statutes of Texas by adding 
thereto article 297la," was taken up out of its regular 
order and made special order for Wednesday, after 
morning call. 

The following message was receiv'ed from the 
House: 

HOUSE OF REPRESE~T.A.TIVES, 
AUSTL'i, February 23, 1885. 

!Ion. Barnett GiblJS, Pr .. ideot of the Senate: 

I am instructed by the House to inform your honorable body 
of the passage of the following billB: 
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House bi!l·N~. 335, "An act to create and provide for the 
organization of the countv of Midland." 

House bill No. 473, "Ari act to amend sections 3, 4, 5, 106, 
117, 156 and 158 of 'an act to incorporat.e the city of Galveston 
and grant a new charter,' approved August 2, 1876; amended 
by an act approved April 5, 1881. amended by an act approved 
March 7, 1883." 

Also, to inform your honorable body of the following com­
mittee on the part of the House to act with a like conunittee 
of the Senate in arranging on behalf of the Legir,lature for 
celebrating the laying of the corner stone of the new Capitol, 
ll!arch 2: Linn, McKinney of Walker, Upton. Taylor, Moore 
of Travis. 

A. D. SADLER, Chief Clerk_ 

The President referred the bills reported as fol­
lows: 

House bill No; 335 to Committee on Counties and 
County Boundaries. 

House bill No. 473 to Committee on State Affairs. 
The Presrdent appointed Senators Shannon, Pope, 

Jones, Glasscock anJ Terrell un the part of the Sen-­
ate on celebrating the laying of the corner stone of 
the new Capitol. 

The following message was recei,·ed from the 
Gcwernor. 

On motion of Senator Getzendaner the message, 
together with the accompanying reports, was ordered 
published in the journals: 

To the Senate and House of Rcpre~eutatit"es: 

I herewith transmit the statement of T. J_ Goree, Superin­
tendent, and Haywood Brahan, Financial and Purchasing 
Agent. of the penitentiaries, referring t-0 that part of the re· 
port of the joint committee of the two houses touching the 
Rusk prisou, and also the resignat.ic.n of I. G. Searcy aud ·w al­
ter Tips, members of the Board of Managers of the peniten­
tiaries, with their rca.sons for their action, all of which may 
be of some service in formulating a new management that now 
devolves on the Legislature. 

Texas bas not had more efficient and faithful public servants 
than thesP. gentlemen have proven thewselves to be. 

T. J. Goree, Haywood Brahau: 

.JoHx lRELASD, Governor. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE. STA TE OF TEXAS, 
AUSTIN, February 20, 188.>. 

GENTLEMEN: As Superintendent and Financial and Pur­
chasing Agent, I call your attention to the report of the com­
mittee of the two houses of the Legblature who recenth- vis­
ited the penitentiaries, and especially to that part relating to 
the Rusk penitentiary, including the Comer&; Farris contract 
and condition of the furnace. In short. the whole Rusk report 
I desire a full statement and explanation. 

I am very respectfully your obedient servant. 
JOHN IRELAND, 

Governor. 

AusTIX, TEXAS, February 20, 1885. 
Governor John Ireland, Austin, Texas: 

Your favor of even date to hand, calling attention to the 
report of the joint "committee of the Senate and Hom-e of 
Representatives who recently visited our penitentiaries at 
Huntsville and Rusk, and asking an explanation on our part 
in regard to the critici~lllS made by said committee in refor­
ence to the Corner & Fairris contract, and the feeding, pun-
ishment, etc., of the convicts at the Rusk penitentiary. . 

In reply, we would state that Senat-0rs Jones, Kleberg and 
Kilgore, and Representatives Haynes, Kimbrough and Hendry 
met and organized at Huntsville on Tuesday morning. the 
tenth instant, by electiu;; Senator Jones chairman, and ar­
rived at the superintendent';; office about eleven o"clock a. ui., 
and proceeded to inspect the Huntsville penitentiary. going 
through the cell buildings, chapel. dining room, kitchen, 
shops. etc. · 

"\Ve, in conjunction with Captain Ben E. McCulloch, ru-si~t­
aut superintendent, offered them everv facilit\· to a.s~bt tbem 
to make a thorough investigation of everything pertainino­
to the management of our penitentiaries, telling them that'. 
as servants of the people in the lllanagewent of our peniten-

tiaries we had nothing to conceal from the public, and that 
if any 'errors had been committed, we were as anxious to find 
it out as they could possihly be. 'Ve further told the mem­
bers of the committee that all we demanded was, if any 
charges were made ag-aim;t us, or anyone connected with the 
penitentiary in any official capacity, by any citizen or convict 
that we be allowed a bearing before the committee in answer 
to any such charges. In the afternoon of same day Senat.or 
Kilgore and Hon. Mr. Haynes were chosen as a sub-committee 
to visit the Wynne farm, owned and operated by the State, 
near Huntsville. At 6 o'clock p. m. of same day the commi'­
tee left for Rusk, and we accompanied them. At Phelpe, 
eight miles from Huntsville, when en route to Rusk, the com­
mittee were joined by Representative Moore, who proceeded 
with them to Rusk. The committee arrived at the prison at 
Rusk between 11and12 o'clock a. m. on Wednesday, the elev. 
en.th instant, and remained until 2 o'clock p. m. Thursday, the 
twelfth instant, when they left for Austin. 

Immediately after arriYing at the Rusk penitentiary, tl1,e 
committee proceeded to inspect the cell buildings, dining 
room, kitchen, store room or commissary, chapel, hospital, 
laundry, and the different shops within the walls, and the 
iron furnace outside of the walls of the penitenliary. 

After dinner the comlllittee met in one ot tlie rooms of the 
administrative building, and proceeded to exawine witnesses 
in reference t.o the supplemental contral't with Messrs. Comer 
& Fairris and the final settlement with them on the surrender 
of their contract. In the meantime the cowrnittee, through 
through their chairman, wrote out a notice, and had it sent 
over and posted up in the to\\"n of Rusk, informing the citi­
zens that they were in session at the penitentiary, and inviting 
any one who had any complaint or charges to make against 
the managelllent or officers of the penitentiary to appear be­
fore them. 

In our examination before the committee we were only ques­
tioned about the supplemental contract and final settlement 
with Messrs. Comer & Fairris. and asked a few questions about 
expenses, appropriations, etc., for the future. . 

As regards puniRhrnent of convicts, the committee examined 
convicts and the most of them convicts of the worse character, 
who volt:intarily appeared before them. Any one familiar with 
the character and discipline of <'.onvicts knows that it is al ways 
the worse character of convicts who are ready to volunteer 
information (manufactured to snit their pnrpm;es) to State 
officers and visiting committees of the Legblature as regards 
their treatment, and we state that such was the character of 
the majority of the convicts examined by the com!llittee, many 
of whom had been punished for escapes, attempts to escape 
and otht"r mutinous and disorderly conduct. 

The committee did not con~ult the prison records at Rusk. or 
give the officers of the prison an opportunity to be heard in 
their own defense on the charges made by the class of convicts 
Illentioned, in regard to cruel and excessive punishment. ·we 
feel it to be our duty to state in justice to Ca;>t. F. P. O'Brien, 
assistant superintendent of the Rusk penitentiary, who 
has illlmediate charge of, the control and discipline of 
convicts, that he is a humane, etlicient and attentive 
officer, and would not countenance cruel treatment or ex­
cessive punishment of convicts. And we further state that 
the records at the Rusk penitentiary show every time any con­
vict was punished, for what offense. and the manner, amount 
and lllode of punishment that was inflicted, and the witnesses 
who were present when the same was ad!llinistered. 'Ve em­
phatically deny that when whipping has been resorted to as 
the !llode of punishment, that any convict was ever struck 
over twenty-nine lashes at any one time for the same offense. 
This we are prepared to prove by the records of the prison, and 
the sworn testiwony of all the officers, sergeants and gnards, 
as well ail by the testimony of the best class of convicts of said 
prison. 

THE KILLING OF GOODALh 

Goodrull was a convict from Lamar county, scening his 
second term. He was generally considered one of the worst 
and most desperate convicts iu the prison. He bad com­
mitted a murderous assault on euuvict :Xewton with a bar 
of iron, and was ordered puuit•hed for it. 'Vhen taken 
out of his cell for the purpose, he broke away from the guards 
and declared that he would be killed before he would submit 
t-0 punishment. This all created a terrible excitement amongst 
the few guards wbo were present, as well as tbe convicts who 
were locked up in the cells. The underkeeper, Mr. Hughes, 
ran into the office where the superintendent (Goree) was, and 



February 23, 1885. SENATE 

told him of the situatio11. '!'he instructions gi\·en him by the 
superintPn<lent were to bu.rry b'.lck a.nd try to capture and 
subdue Goodall, without. rJ.~lllg Vt<?lent means, arnl undt>r no 
circumstances to permit fl,rJ)' shootmg. He started out of the 
office and had gotten but. a few ~teps when the repfJrt of a i;un 
shot was heard; and it wf!Ai found tl.1at Goodall, ;vho was rnak· 
ing violent threats and dMHOnstra~10ns at t~e tuue, wa~ shot 
by some one from th" ;window 10 the thml story o.Yer the 
gnards' room. Goodall d1.o:;<l the next day. Wh_en an 11;qm;~t 
was held presided oV{•r by Mr. E. C. D1ckmson, JUst1ce 
of the peace who 1Lft,1!r hearing all the evidence, exon­
erated the gJard. 'G11yW!l, who did the: shooting, bad 
been guarding a loll~ t11.ue, and bad always beei;i a 
humane, faithful and dilc1ent guard; hence was retam~d 
by the assistant impeririteJH.lent. Soon aftenyard~ _the dts· 
trict court of Cherokef< count;1• met, and t li~s k1llwg was 
fully investigated by thn gr1~11d Jury, 1rnd no bill WIU! fo~nd. 
It mav be mentioned t}1Ht m a moment after the shootmg, 
when the superintend1mt reached .the cell buil<;ting, the most 
intense excitement prevu.lle<~. and it se,e~ed a;; 1f ue~lam had 
broken loose. It was acooslllerable w111le before qmet could 
be restored. In our oplriion, expres~ed _at the time and since, 
this killing was unneC!JHMft.~Y and UllJl~S[!fiable, and .c?u!d only 
be excused because of tlw wtense exmtement prevmlmg at the 
time. No one more thn11 ourselves anrl the wsistant superin­
tendent deprecate thit! t.ruly unfortunate affair. 

FOOD. 

As to the.report of tho 1~om~nittee in r~gard to the f_ood fnr· 
nisbed at the Rusk 1w11ltent1ary, we will say that srnce the 
surrender of the Comer & Fairris contract, on the fourteenth 
of tleptember la.~t .. the 8tstte hftS fed the convi'?ts. and the. Fi· 
nancial Agent is alone rio,.[!OI1s1ble for the quality an~. variety 
of the food since that dtL'-4', as be purchases all prov1s10ns for 
both penitentiaries. 'l'tw, ~tewanl is re>sponsible or~l.f for the 
preparation and distri1>11f.JO!l of tl.te food. The prov1s10ns pur· 
chased for both prii;o11M, 1~xc.ept beef, are purcba.st;d from the 
same parties, and if cor11pl1ui~ts are tru~, as ~ade.m regard to 
the quality of the food n.r. the Rusk pemtentiary, 1t seems tJ;iat 
shnilar _complaints woul1J lrnve. been made at th<i Huntsville 
penitentiary, where no c0111pla11~t~ whatever wen; ma<:Je. As 
to the variety of food, 1.lw provision rep?rts on tilE'. with t.he 
secretary of the Penitontlu.ry Board, wh1~h are subJe~~ to 1.n­
~pection, will show till' 11111011n~ of each kmd of prov1s10ns 1~­
sued at each penitenthtrY durmg each month last year, and 
the month of Jauuary t.hf11 year. These reports will. sbo\y t~iat 
the variety of food hi 11111ch the same at bo~h pemtent1anes, 
and a recent calculation 111nde by the supermtendent demon­
strates the fact that tho coHt of feeding at Rusk ha.~ been i> bout 
two cents per day per (1011viot more than at Hui;ts,·ille. \Vht;n 
the committee visited lt11Hk there was stored m the comm1s­
BIU!' building the U!'nal monthly s1;1pply of provisi<?ns, consist­
ing of bacon, flour, 111e1d, 1mgar, coJee, IU_ol_asses, ornous, b~ans, 
rice, dried apples, pot.ato<lH. etc. lu add1t10n to tbe:se art.1cle~, 
constantly kept ou Jrn11d, good fresh bePf .ba;; been ~urmshed 
from two to four tiull'!I per week. The dmner furmshed the 
convicts on the day ol' !.he visit of the committee consisted of 
good substantial foo1l nJHl was a fair average dmner. 

From September H: H!84, until the_rniddle of Decernbt>r_. the 
auperintendent was 1wnrly all the tuue at the Rusk prts,.,n. 
He daily visited the prl14011 kitchen and dininir room, saw for 
himself the quantity, quality and .variety of food furnished 
the convicts talked with the convicts aoout food, and here 
a.lleg0li that ~ot a sini.rlo co1up.laint was ma?e to him ~~ re!!ard 
to the food or its pr1•p1tmt10n. The pr1sou. phyHcmn, Dr. 
.Jamison, has told us t.hiit there ha:> been no cause of complaint 
~inst the culinary dop11rtment smce the State has been feed· 
mg. 

1~ is to be regretted that. the_ committee, in h.earing the ~~m­
pla.mts of convicts in r11~1trd to the food and its preparatwn, 
did not get the datt~ of the alleged irregularities, i,;o a:; to 
have shown .whether they occurred prior to or after the State 
commenced feeding. j)uring the Comer & Fairris contract 
they fed the convict!! tLnd guards, and eIUployed their own 
steward. Occasionally complaints were made of the quality 
and preparation of tho food, which upon demand from the 
!:!tate officers were re111t>dit><l. Finally we bad a guard placed 
in the kitchen to louk iift.er the convict cooks arid waiters, aud 
to see to the quality nrnl preparation of food. We apprehend 
ibat the committee "re uuder the impression that the steward 
of Comer & Fairris ).Ir. Green, is still in charge: such is not 
the case but the im•tmnt steward iis Mr. Grammar, who we 
r.hink is 'a faithful 1\ill!{eut and efficient officer. We plead 
JO.ilty to feeding' cold bread, btocause, in baking for such a 
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I 
numl.>er of eonvicts it is impossible to furmsh it otherwise. 

If any.monlrly hi:_ead has been furnished at any time, it has 
been accidental. ); o better bread is made anvwhere than the 
flour bread 11.t the Rusk penitentiary. The co'rn bread is made 
~md ~aked ju~t 31s corn bread on the outside. If beef at any 
ume 1s scant. 1t 1" snpplenH•nted with bacon. There is no limit 
uf l?ud a~ eith~r penitentiary. but every convict is supplied 
until he 1s •at1::.fied. H has r::o doubt frequently occurred, 
even under State manag1•ment, that certain articles of food 
have not been properly prepared, but such things will occur in 
the be~t reg~1lated families. It may be proper to mention that 
some time smce, when your Excellency and other members of. 
the Pei:it~ntiary Bo3:rd Yisited Rusk and thoroughlv investi­
gated s11mlar complarnt~, you found them without foundation. 
The healthful appeara1~ce of the convicts at Rusk clearly indi­
cates that they ar_e not 11uproperlJ" fed. If opinions are bn.sed 
upon and conclu~10ns drawn from unsupported convict testi­
mony, no officer's character or reputation can be safe. 

IROX FURXACE, WATER SUPPLY, ETC. 

. As .reg11rds the iron furnace and industries at the RuRk pen­
itentiary, we beg to state that the furnace has been idle since 
tl1e surrt>nder of the Cornn & Fairris contract., and we have 

. done not.1:1ing in the different ~hops, except finish _up some 
pai:tl~· fimshed wagons and fu:mture received from Comer & 
F;urns. and such general repair work as we could "'et for the 
reason t~at we. had no available appropriation at o'ur com­
mand with wluch to run the furnace and buv material with 
which to run the shops. The furnace is in ·good condition 
"';'<'.ep~ a change in the bosh .. whic~ _was made by Comer·l~ · 
~.urns, from the n11u111er of its origmal construction. The 
furnace can b~ changed back as origiualJy constrncted within 
a very short time by com·1ct labor. at a nominal cost for the 
111aterial necessary 'fhe water supply. with which to operate 
the furnace, is ample and sufficient, and there has never been 
any difficulty on account of the water supply. It is true 
the timber is scarce and stunty immediately around Rusk 
bnt on the line of tbe K. & G. S. L. R. R. tracts oi 
woodland can be bought at reasonable prices to make all the 
coal necessary to run the furnace for years to come. In regard 
to tbe Comer & Fairris contract and final settlement with 
tbew,, we do no,t know t?at :"e can give any fuller explanation 
than 1s made in our b1enmal reports, to which reference is 
re,;pectfully made. 

Very respectfdly your obedient servants, 
THOMAS J. GOREE, 

Superi!.!tendent of Penitentiaries. 
. . . HAYWOOD BRAHAN, 

Fmanc1a.l Agent State Peniteutiaries. 

AUSTIX, TEXAS, February l!l, 1885. 
Hou . .Toho Ireland, Guv~rnor a( TC'X"": 

DEAR SIR: The report of the Penitentiary Committee 
which doubtless you ha\·e seen, rendeni it necessary, m ou~ 
judg1!-le1Jt, to sever o_nr con.nection with that institution, and 
m domg so we deem 1t bnt Just to ourselves to reply briefly to 
some of the statements contained _therein, especially as no op­
purtumty \~a.s given us to contradict the evidenee upon which 
the report 1s founded. Several of the gentlemen composing 
tbat colllmittee, both of the Senate ruid House, are known to 
11~. and fo! whose opinions we i::n~ertain the highest respect, 
but for t.h1s very reason we feel it rncumbPut upon us to say a 
few words in our own justification. The Board was perff,ctly 
fa!uiliar with the facts of the shooting of the man named in 
the report. It is possible he might have been retaken without 
being shot. We Call all discover, after important events have 
tra.nspired, how it was possible to have accomplished a differ­
ent and better result_ in some other way. The best organized 
systems under the wisest mana,zement are liable to such a ca­
tastrophe in the excitement and confusion of such an occasion. 

All persons at all familiar with the management of convicts 
know (and those not familiar ought to know) that once let it 
be understood. among them that guns will not be used, and it 
wi~l not only put an en~ to all discipline, but they could 
neither be taken to the prison nor let out of their cells when 
there. \Ve shoot a burglar or thief. An officer arresting a 
~upposed crimii;ial will shoo~ ~im, and all applaud, but the 
moment a mhll is proYen a crmunal and condemned for some 
de1idly offence against the laws of society, if thereafter he is 
biain in an effort to regain his freedom (perchance by murder­
ing or attewpting to murder his guard) it ii! spoken of· as an 
outrage. The bruise spoken of in the report II.'! having been 
seen on the man's back is not traced to any manag:ement, any 
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particular perso~, or date. It is ~ot shown whether it was done 
in the prison, by the man's neighbors, for some crime, or re­
ceived• when a boy in a game of lap jackets. 

It is known that corporal punishment to be effective cannot 
be· inflicted without leaving marks and bruises. , The manner 
of -whipping and number of lashes, if indeed, the man was 
ever whipped in prison, could have been determined e:iractly 
by reference to t.hb prison records; as a record is kept of every 
case of punishment, number of lashes administered, with 
names of witnesses, etc. But to prevent marking wlt;h the lash 
you inust provide against the efforts of the party to release 
himself-then must have a guage and exact nerves to insure a 
perfectly fiat stroke with the strap. 

In cooking for five hundred or six hundred men, the cooks 
being convicts, to have ·unsavory bread occasionally, or for a 
piece of meat to be tainted once or even more often; is for con­
victs, beyond endurance, but such can be tolerated in society, 
in the.best regulated families, and good housewives are not 
.unfreguently necessitated to exchange cooks for .this cause 
every few weeks; and bear the infliction without a murmur. 
It is pertinent here to say that Dr. Jrunison, who is referred to 
J:>y the committee as having made con1plaints as to the quality 
of prison. fare, is a gentleman of unquestioned ability 
,and integrity; that .on account of his possession of 
these qualitie~ he was appointed prison physician, 
and that durmg the continuance of the contract with 
Corner & Fairris (at which time they furnished provis­
ions,) he made these complaints in the honest discharge of his 
duty, to protect the convicts from imposition as to food, and 
compel the contractors to furnish that which was good and 
wh?les~me o~ly, but it was never suspected by him that his 
act10n m, this behalf would, under the operation of convict 
testimony',. become, a boomerang. Verily ·the pathway of the 
prison managers is beset with pitfalls, when their very efforts 
to prqtect the convict~ from the imposition of bad food is 

- seized upon and gravely urged as a proof of mismanagement. 
The reference to the contract and settlement with. Comer & 
Fairris does equal injustice to the entire management. The 
St·ate was not in a condition to operate the iron interest, <1,nd 

. advertis.ed for bids. Comer & Fairris were the only bidders. 
They resided in Alabama and had no acquaintances in Texas, 
and to have exacted Texas securities would have been to de­
clille the contract. Even as it turned out, we believe the State 
was largely benefitted. If the contract had not ·been made 
the cpnvicts would have been idle almost the entire time, aJ; a 
heavy expense to the State. 

Railways were declining to hire, and that Comer & F~rris 
failed was a misfortune both to them and the State; but: fur­
nace!!' .all over Pennsylvania, Virginia, Alabama and ·other 
States have closed up by the score in the last twelve months, 
because of hard times. and low prices of iron. The truth is, 
we knov· the report has done· the management, as. well as 
Capt. O'Brien.and Mr. Parrish, who represent it at Rusk (both 
reliable and worthy gentlemen and efficient officers) great 
injustice, in this, that, convict evidence was taken and made 
'the basis of the report, without allowing either of those gen­
tlemen at Rusk or the board at Austin to controvert it by 
testimony of a much higher character. ·we cannot believe the 
omission was intended or designed to cast reflections upon us· 
but, nevertheless, that it is generally so understood iA a stub: 
born fact. There is a class of ju,rors coml)lonly called "pro­
fessionals," whose genial faces are ever found in the pathway 
of the sheriff, whilst the better class of citizens hie away from 
his approaching footsteps. So, our experience has shown us 

·that the reckless and unruly convict is ever on the arlert to· 
interview the prison investigator, whilst the modest and well 
behaved among them (and there are many such) wait for an 
invitation to speak. 

If convict testimony is admitted, it is but fair that their 
evidence should have weight only in proportion to their good 
character. as shown by the record, for a full an.d complete 
record is kept of each convict's behavior. Two 'years ago the 
penitentiaries were tl;irown on the hands of the present board. 
It has made them self-sustaining. Not a dollar for current 
expenses has been used, and the board, notwithstanding the 
pressure of hard times, still has money to its credit. The 
mortality from all causes (including violence) has greatly de­
creased from what it was formerly. 

Honestly believing from the action of the last and previous 
Legislature in building a penitentiary in the iron region of 
the State, and furnishing the same with costly machinery for 
its manufacture, that the people of Texas desired to develop 
the iron interest of the ,State; the board has endeavored (so 
far as their limited means would permit) to carry out that 

purpose. Correspondence with the leading iron mariufa~tuf),'.~ 
ers of the United States h~ elicited from each and ali'.of'2r';i 
them, without exception, the opinioi;i. that the failure of;Couier;j.~ 
&. Fairris to make first c_lass iron successfully with ·a.'large.cf;', 
yield or per cent, was attributable not to the character .. of, tlie\;t;,, 
furnace. or ore used (both of ~vhich ~he-y_µronounced firsp class);'S'f 
.but, their bad management m placmg m charge of theirbusi"'·'': 
ness a.n incompetent man. Hence, from the best sources of' iii~;;,,:. 
formation attainable, we believed the experiment of Comer · ,, ,. 
Fairris not a fair test, and that to abandon the enterp 
witho u tsuch test would be exceedingly unwise, not to say' cos 
Experts and chemists of the highest attainments haye· 
nounced the ore first class, and in great abundance, which:~ 
board has pnblished to th,e world, but in the future the'i:nali:: 
agement will he confronted with the startling declaratforf.h 
a minority of the committee, that the ore is of inferior quaiit:y:, 
'rhe grave error committed by us in the settlement with:'Cci 
mer & Fairri~ was that we believed the State was in earri ·" 
as to testing this question, that her great outlay for that;p 
pose was not a joke, bnt was made in hortest sincerity. Heii 
in that settlement we were• so blind as to receive in pa~neri ,.,"." 
of an exceedingly doubtful debt. prop~rt.y absolut;clY '°;eC(lssary~'l); 
to carry out the very purpose for whwh the pemtentiary·and:~:c 
furnace were built, such as wood, coal, etc. · .... '.:\:'.',fi'i• 

The mode adopted by the board for valui.ng_,this pro'pertY;;&~ 
was fan· to both the State and Uomer & Fa1rris, and the .qiJ,e(c::r, 
uni vernally adopted in such cases. If the State suffered· itUfi 
this valuation, it'is for the Legislature to investigate and'dS,,,,;'i;J 
termine upon whom the responsibility lies. What Texas:waritlittl,\ 
is stability in her laws and policy. If an industry inaug11rate'i(\(;'' 
by one Legislature is pulled down by another before a fair'tilst,::'ii; 
is made of its practical results, we see no hope of solving· sotiJ, 
long as this policy prevails, the very complicated and diffidult'S:\· 
problem of successful penitentiary management. :··"''.':,· ;>·':\(' 

Believing, therefore, that our honest efforts to discharge:.outJi 
duty faithfully have signally failed to satisfy those in a,utµoic~;) 
ity over us, we hereby respectfully tender our resignatioqg.·as.,]' 
members of the Penitentiary Board, to take effect froll1:' thisi:•': 

date. Respectfully, . ·. ·. ;;i'-
1. G. SEARCY-,,:<;:); 
WALTER TIPS:?;;;i.~! 

* ':::;y~;~~ 
On motion of Senator Kleberg, . :"/,::;..: 
Senator Pope was excused for the day, on acco~l),~t§ 

of sickness. . . , ')i,?i;; 
Senate bill No. 77, "A'n act to furtherregulateth~ZiJ 

collection of taxes on real estate, including lands:;;~ 
heretofore bought by the State at delinquent t~;ii 
·sales," and · : \i:·~~ 

Senate bill No. 194, ''An act to provide for 'Jfli:i~ 
sale uf all real· estate bid off to the 8tate by coll'3d':~; 
tors of taxes at tax sales, the owners of whfoh ha:V:~~~ 
not redeemed the same," being the first speoia:Vi1/ 
orders, were laid before the Senate. ·;•2'.;j, 

On motion of Senator 'l'raylor, _ \<'~j 
S1mate bill.No. 194 was postponed indefinitely, an0<!~~ 
Senate bill No. 77, was read and considered rby)~i' 

sections. · · . , ,,,\'; 
Senator Traylor offered the following amendmeriJp.\1 

Add to section 1, "and th~ collector on vacating his otlld~# 
shall deposit the same with the county. treasurer for the Plll'''.'E 
poses for which said money was received by him, and· th'l~\ 
county treasurer shall pay over said money to the purchas(lr;i1 
on demand." ' · --

;~~: 
Adopted. ,, Y 
Senator Bell offered to amend by adding, after~ 

the word "interest," in line 11, the words, "at eight~ 
per cent per annum." :• ;;,,; 

Adopted. ;.,~ 
Section one was adopted aR amended. , <c"' 
Senator Traylor offered the following amendmept:~; 
Add to section 2: "But no sale shall be made as provide4ft 

in this section until the expiration of six months after this a~.~ 
· goes into effect." - . ::~''.?:~ 

Lost. 
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' nator Kilgore offered the following amendment: 

1end section 2 by adding to the section the following 
· <.L;: "Provided, that if there should be a contest at the 

or any land offered for sale under this section, the former 
·er of such land shall have the prior right to purchase the 
e at said sale." 

ithdrawn. 
nator Traylor offered the following amendment: 

; the beginning of line nineteen add "adYertised and." 

·· dopted. 
s amended section 2 was adopted. 
'nator Traylor offered to amend section 3 as fol-

t<'r the word "Comptroller," in line six, insert "in such 
· as the Comptroller may require." 

·dopted. 
· ction 3 as amended was adopted. 
'c:tion 4 was adapted. 

· enator Traylor offered the following amendment 
· c:tion 5: 
i 
· line ten, after the word "owners," add "or whether the 
· have been vaid on such lands or whether such lands 
y exist a.s valid surveys." 

dopted. 
n;:ttor Traylor off~red the following amendment 

ec:tion 5: 

· liue 14, after the word "cause," insert: 
le shall strike the same from the rolls if the taxes have 

paid thereon. or if no such valid surveys exist in the 
"'ty, or if there was an error in the assessment." 

dopted. 
·nator Traylor offered the following amend­

r t: 

line. 7, after the word "county," insert "with the aid of 
Wtmty surveyor." 

dopted. 
_ nator Evans in the chair.) 

motion of Senator Kleberg, 
.c Senate reconsidered the vote by which the 
·;idment of Senator Traylor to section 2 was lost. 
n;itor Kleberg offered the following substitute 
he amendment: 

n~ in line 18 the words ''and at the same time," after the 
· '"inanner." 

,eptcd and adopted. 
nator Traylor offered the following arnend­
t: 

to section ;), "and furnish the Comptroller a list of such 
for cancellation." 

opted. 
t1on five, as amended, was adopted. 
a.tor Davis offered the following amendment: 

section six section eig~t (next to the emergency 

opted. 
ator Traylor offered the following: 

s.ietion six as follows, and conform the numbers of the 
thereto· 

6.: For ~ervices herein provided the surveyor and as­
all each be allowed three dollars per day for not more 

Vf! days, to be paid by the commissioners' court. 
pted. 
ion 'i was adopted. 

Senator Davis offered the following amendment:_ 
Change section 8 so as to be an imperative public necessity 

clause only. 

Adopted. 
Senator Calhoun offered the following amendment: 

Sec.- Whenever any land is sold to any person under the 
provisions of the act, and it shall afterwards appear by judicial 
investigation or otherwise, that all of the amount of taxes, 
costs and other charges against said land, for which the same 
was·sold, were not lawful and due, but that only a part of. the 
same was due, such fact shall not •oid the sale and purchase 
of said laud, but said sale shall be valid and binding for an 
undivided portion of said land so purchased, of the same pro­
portion and ratio to the whole amount purchased as the 
amount of lawful taxes and costs due bears to the whol 
amount of supposed taxes aud costs and charges supposed and 
charged to be t!ue at the time said land was so sold. 

Lost, and the bill was ordered engrossed. 
Senator Bell offered the following privileged re­

port: 

Hon. Barnett Gibb•, President ot the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ROOM, 
AUSTIN, February 23, 1885. 

Your Committee on Engrossed Bills, have carefully examined 
Senate bill No. 182, being_ "An act to amend articles 151 and 
158, chapter 2, of title 6 of the Penal Code," and find the same 
correctly engrossed. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
BELL, Chairman. 

. CO:\IMI'l'TEE RoOM, 
AUSTIN, February 23, 1885. 

Bon. Barnett Gibbs, President of the &lnak: 

Your Comwittee on Engrossed Bills have carefully exam­
ined and compared Senate bill No. 204, being "An act to pro­
hibit sheriffs and witnesses from charging fees, mileage or ex­
penses in certain cases," and find the same correctly engrossed. 

BELL, Chairman. 

CmL\IITTEE RoGM, 
AUSTIN, February 23, 1885. 

Hon. Barnett Gibbs, President of tho Sen&te: 

Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have carefully examined 
and compared Senate bill No. 124, being "An act to amend 
section 2 of an act entitled 'an act to provide for the payment 
of attached witnesses in felony cases," and find the same cor­
rectly engrossed.· 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
BELL. Chairman. 

CO!i!::\IITTEE ROOM, 
A.USTIN,:E'ebruary 23, 1885. 

Hon. Barnett Gibbs, President of the Seru.te: 

Your Committee on Enirrossed Bills have carefully examined 
and compared Senate bill No. 180, being "An act to amend 
section 4 of an act entitled 'an act to redistrict the State into 
judicial districts, and to fix the times for holding courts there­
in, and to provide for the election of judges a:nd district attor­
neys in said districts of the next general;elect10n, to be held on 
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 1884, n 
and find the same correctly engrossed. 

BELL. Chairman. 

Senator Hall entered a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the Senate adopted the adverse re­
ports of the Committee on Claims and .Accounts on 
the bills for the relief of the cities of Brownsville 
and Laredo in certain quarantine expenditures. 

On motion of Senator Davis, 
. The constitutional rule was suspended and the 

bill placed on its final passage by the following vote: 

Bell, 
Calhoun, 
Davis, 
Evans, 
Farrar, 
Fowler, 
Garrison, 

YEAJY:-2L 
Getzendaner, Kilgore, . 
Glassoock, Kleberg, 
Hall, Peacock, 
Harrison, Randolph, 
Houston of Wheeler, Terrell, 
Jerdone, · Tra-ylor, 
Jones, Woods. 
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NAYs--none. 

ABSENT, NOT VOTING. 

Houston of Bexar, Shannon. 

The !Jill was read third time and passed. 
The following message was received from the 

House ?f Representatives: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIYES, 
AUSTIN, February 23, 1885. 

Hon. Barnett Gibbs, President of the :Senate: 

I am instructed t-0 report to your honorable body the passage 
of Senate bill No. 137, .. An act to repeal :-:ections 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 
12. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. 18, l!J, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27. 28, 30, 31. 83, l!J8, 199 
arid 200, and to a me ml ~<>ct ions 2, 4, 5, li, 2!J, il3, 4:3, 4.'i, iO, 74, 78, 
103, 120, 197, 201, 202 and 203 of an act eutitled ·au act to incor­
porate the city of San Autonio and graut a new charter to said 
city,' approved Augu~t l:~. 18ill, aud to repeal ·au act to incor­
porate the city of San Amunio." approved Jnly 17,"1856, and 
'an act to amend the act to incorporate the city of San Anto­
nio,' approved Febru:-iry 11, 1860. abo an act to ameud an act 
entitled 'an act to incorporate the city uf San Antonio aud 
grant a new charter to :;aid city,' appru\-ed April 18, lSiU. '' 

Respectfully, 
A. D. SADLER, Chief Clt>rk. 

On motion of Senator Harrison, 
Senate bill No. U:i9, ·'An act to annul and cancel 

all locations and surveys made thereunder and pat­
ents issued upon any 1aud situate in the county of 
Greer, and tu restore said lands to the respective 
funds to which they belong," was taken up and 
made special order for Thursday after morning call. 

(The President in the chair.) 
On motion of Senator Jones, 
Senate bill No. 174, "An act to amend section 4 of 

'an act to provide for an organization of a board to 
direct, supervise, control," etc., was taken up out of 
its regular order and read the second time. 

On motion of Senator Jones, 
The committee amendment was adopted. 
Senator Evans offered the following amendment: 

Amend hy adding section 5: "And there is hereby appropri­
ated the sum of five thousand dollars, or so much thereof as 
may be necessary, to carry this law into effect. 

Adopted. 
Senator Harrison moved to reconsider the vote 

just taken. 
Adopted, and 
The amendment was withdrawn. 
Senator Glsscock offered the following amend­

ment: 

Amend by adding: 
Section 2. Whereas an emergency exists that the constitu­

tional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be 
su11pended, and that this act take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage, and it is so enacted. 

Lost, and 
The bill was. ordered engrossed. 
Senate bill Ko. 65, "An act to amend article 690, 

chapter 90 of the Penal Code," was laid before the 
Senate as the second special order, and read second 
time with committee substitute, and 

On motion of Senator vVoods, 
The committee substitute was adopted and or­

dered engrossed. 
Senate joint resolution No. 1, "Proposing an 

amendment to section 12, of article 8 of the Consti­
tution," was ~aid before the ::lenate in its regular or­
der, and read third time and lost by the following 
vote; 

Bell, 
Calhoun. 
Farrar, 
Fowler, 
Garrison, 
Getzendaner, 

Davis, 

Houston of Bexar. 

YEAS-18. 

Glasscock, Kilgore, 
Hall, Kleberg. 
Harrison, Randolph, 
Houston of \Vheeler, Shannon. 
J erdone, Terrell, 
Jones, Traylor. 

SAYS-3. 

Evans, Peacock. 

ABSE~T. NOT VOTING. 

Senator Houston of Wheeler entered a motion to 
reconsider the Yote just taken. 

Senator Davip, raised the point or order that Sen­
ator Houston had voted on the losing side and could 
not move a reconsideration. 

The point of order was sustained. 
Senator Davis entered a motion to reconsider the 

vote just taken. 
The President laid before the Senate Senate bill 

No. 120, "An act to confer upon county courts juris­
diction in cases of contested elections." 

The bill~vas read third time and passed. _ 
Senate bill No. 125. '·An act to amend articles 

1719. 1720. 1721, l ':":22, l723, l 73L 1743, 1744 and 1752 
of chapter 6, title 34 of the Revised Civil Statutes,'' 
was laid before the Senate, read t.hird time and 
passed. 

On motion of Senator Kleberg, 
Senator Houston of Bexar was excused for the 

dav. 
Senator Peacock introduced a !Jiil entitled ''An 

act arnendatory of 'an act relating to the commission 
of arbitration and award, defining the powers and 
duties thereof, and to make appropriations to pay. 
the salaries of the judges thereof,' approveJ March 
20, 1883, and which was amendatory of an act re­
lating to the same subject, approved February 9,. 
1881. ,. 

Referred to Judiciary Committee No. L 
On motion of Senator Davis, 
The regular order of business was suspended, and 

Senate bill No. 187, "An act confirming vatents and 
surveys by virtue of headright, military and bounty 
warrants issued under special lawR enacted after 
March 31, 1870, and prior to April 18, 1876," was 
taken up and read second time. 

First and second commit.tee amendments were'. 
adopted. 

The President signed House bill No. 116, ''An act to. 
amend section 18 of an act entitled 'an act to redis­
trict the State into judicial districts, and fix the times 
for holding court therein, etc.'" 

On motion of Senator Calhoun, 
The Senate adjourned till 10 ·o'clock to-morrow 

morning. 

THIRTY-SIXTH DAY. 

SEXATE CHAMBER, . t 
AUSTIN, February 24, 1885. \ 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Lieutenant-GoYernor Gibbs in the chair. 
Roll called. 
Quorum present. 


